
The Human Soul, and  
Matters of Right And Wrong  
 
 
 
Copyright 2012 all rights reserved 

 



Switzerland added a section to their 
national constitution a few years ago, 
ȰÁÃÃÏÕÎÔ ÔÏ ÂÅ ÔÁËÅÎ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÄÉÇÎÉÔÙ ÏÆ 

creation when handling animals, plants, 
ÁÎÄ ÏÔÈÅÒ ÏÒÇÁÎÉÓÍÓȢȱ 

 
 
*Reprinted in Discovery Institute Views, Spring 2008. 

 



ÁSpecifically: The Swiss Federal Ethics 
Committee on Non-Human 
Biotechnology. 
ÁThis committee has issued its report:  
Ȱ4ÈÅ $ÉÇÎÉÔÙ ÏÆ ,ÉÖÉÎÇ "ÅÉÎÇÓ ×ÉÔÈ 
Regard to Plants.ȱ 
ÁEverything in quotes is directly from 

their report. 



ÁA majority of the committee adopted a 
biocentric moral view,  
Ámeaning that ȰÌÉÖÉÎÇ ÏÒÇÁÎÉÓÍÓ ÓÈÏÕÌÄ 

be considered morally for their own 
ÓÁËÅ ÂÅÃÁÕÓÅ ÔÈÅÙ ÁÒÅ ÁÌÉÖÅȢȱ 
ÁHow does this apply to plants? 



Ȱ)ÎÄÉÖÉÄÕÁÌ ÐÌÁÎÔÓ ÈÁÖÅ ÉÎÈÅÒÅÎÔ 
worth.ȱ 
Ȱ7Å ÍÁÙ ÎÏÔ ÕÓÅ ÔÈÅÍ ɉÐÌÁÎÔÓɊ ÊÕÓÔ ÁÓ 

we please, even if the plant 
community is not in danger, or if our 
actions do not endanger the species, 
ÏÒ ÉÆ ×Å ÁÒÅ ÎÏÔ ÁÃÔÉÎÇ ÁÒÂÉÔÒÁÒÉÌÙȢȱ 
 



ÁA farmer was judged immoral for 
lopping off the heads of some 
wildflowers on his way home from the 
fields.  The panel agreed that his action 
was immoral. 
ÁThe panel disagreed as to why he was 

immoral ɀ whether his attitude or his 
action was at fault, or whether he acted 
against the dignity of the plants. 
 



ÁWhat makes us human?  
Áȣ7Å ÈÁÖÅ ÃÏÎÓÃÉÏÕÓÎÅÓÓȢ $Ï ×Å ÈÁÖÅ 

souls? 
ÁWhere are moral standards found? 

 



ÁDoes biology define us as human?  Or are we 
just a slightly more intelligent animal than a 
string of other primates? 
ÁDoes God define us as human? 
ÁWe have a sense of alienation from God and 

from other people.  Can this be resolved? 
ÁWe grapple with the problem of evil.  

Specifically can God be good if evil exists?   
 
 
 



ÁWe face an uncertain future, and 
eventually, the uncertainty of the grave.  
Is there a way to have more certainty?   
ÁIs there a way to know truth beyond this 

life?   
Á)Ó ÒÅÌÉÇÉÏÎ ÍÏÒÅ ÔÈÁÎ ÓÏÍÅÏÎÅȭÓ ÂÅÓÔ 

guess? 
 



ȰModern man thought that when he had 
gotten rid of God, he had freed himself 
from all that repressed and stifled him.  
Instead, he discovered that in killing 
God, he had also killed himself.  For if 
ÔÈÅÒÅ ÉÓ ÎÏ 'ÏÄȟ ÔÈÅÎ ÍÁÎȭÓ ÌÉÆÅ 
becomes absurdȣȢ William Lane Craig, 

REASONABLE FAITH, 2nd ed. page 57.  



If we blindly accept the assumptions of 
the university, either the assumptions of 
modernism or postmodernism, we are 
left as orphans.   

We must search for spiritual truth in 
order to find our humanness.   
 



ȣ)Æ 'ÏÄ ÄÏÅÓ ÎÏÔ ÅØÉÓÔȟ ÔÈÅÎ ÂÏÔÈ ÍÁÎ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ 
ÕÎÉÖÅÒÓÅ ÁÒÅ ÉÎÅÖÉÔÁÂÌÙ ÄÏÏÍÅÄ ÔÏ ÄÅÁÔÈȢ ȣ 
ȱ9ÏÕ ÁÒÅ ÔÈÅ ÁÃÃÉÄÅÎÔÁÌ ÂÙ-product of nature, a 

result of matter plus time plus chance.  There 
is no reason for your existence.  All you face 
ÉÓ ÄÅÁÔÈȢȱ  William Lane Craig, REASONABLE FAITH, 

2nd ed. page 57. 

 



What Makes Us 
Human? 

We can use reason to find 
ÓÐÉÒÉÔÕÁÌ ÔÒÕÔÈȣ  

1. by carefully thinking about 
the existence of the soul and  

2. by carefully thinking about 
the existence of right and 
wrong. 

Topics:  The 
existence of 
the soul and 
of right and 
wrong 



The Human Soul 

Everyone can use reason to 
find spiritual truth  
ÂÙ ÆÏÌÌÏ×ÉÎÇ 3ÃÈÁÅÆÆÅÒȭÓ 

three steps. 

1. Consider all the options. 

2. Evaluate the options. 

3. Refine the search within 
the best option. 

Steps toward 
the truth 
about the 
soul 



Consider all the options. 

3ÏÕÒÃÅÓȡ  Ȱ)Î $ÅÆÅÎÓÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ 3ÏÕÌȟȱ ÌÅÃÔÕÒÅ ÏÎ #$ ÂÙ *Ȣ 0Ȣ -ÏÒÅÌÁÎÄȟ 
Biola University, The Christian Apologetics Program, and  
ȰPhysicalismȟ .ÁÔÕÒÁÌÉÓÍȟ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ .ÁÔÕÒÅ ÏÆ (ÕÍÁÎ 0ÅÒÓÏÎÓȱ ÂÙ *Ȣ 
P. Moreland in To Everyone an Answer, Francis J. Beckwith, William 
Lane Craig, and J. P. Moreland, eds. IVP Academic, 2004 


